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Message Text 


E.O. 11652: XGDS-3 
TAGS: PSDC, UR, CASC 

SUBJECT: MESSAGE FOR FOREIGN MINISTER GROMYKO 


REF: STATE 167936 


1 . 1 DELIVERED YOUR LETTER TO GROMYKO AT 9:55 A.M. 

MONDAY, JULY 3. 

2. GROMYKO, ACCOMPANIED BY FIRST DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER 
KORNIYENKO, CLEARLY HAD BEEN GIVEN ADVANCE WARNING BY 
DOBRYNIN OF A POSSIBLE DEMARCHE ON THE CORRESPONDENTS. 
AFTER GROMYKO READ THE LETTER, I ADDED THAT THIS CASE 
WAS CAUSING A STORM IN THE US AND THAT IT WOULD BE USEFUL 
IF THE CASE COULD BE REMOVED FROM THE BOOKS. GROMYKO 
RESPONDED FIRMLY THAT THIS WAS "IMPOSSIBLE," THAT THE 
TRIAL WOULD TAKE PLACE. BUT, HE ADDED, IT COULD BE DE- 
LAYED. NOW SCHEDULED FOR JULY 7, IT COULD BE POSTPONED 
UNTIL MONDAY, JULY 17. 

3. 1 SAID THAT WOULD BE HELPFUL, BUT IT WOULD BE MUCH 
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BETTER IF THE CASE COULD BE DROPPED. I ALSO BRIEFLY 
EXPLAINED OUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THE 
CASE, NOTING IN PARTICULAR THAT PIPER AND WHITNEY THEM- 
SELVES DID NOT SAY THAT THE TV CONFESSION OF GAMSAKHURDI 
WAS FAKE, THEY ONLY QUOTED SOURCES TO THIS EFFECT; AND 
THE STORIES DID NOT APPEAR IN THE USSR. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


4. GROMYKO REITERATED THAT IT WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE TO 
ELIMINATE THE CASE. IT MADE NO DIFFERENCE WHERE THE 
STORIES APPEARED. KORNIYENKO ADDED THAT PIPER AND 
WHITNEY HAD AFTER ALL SPREAD LIES ABOUT THE SOVIET UNION 
YOU DO NOT RESORT TO THIS METHOD IN THE US. HE SAID, AND 
WE DO NOT HERE. THIS CASE WAS PART OF A CHAIN OF EVENTS 
WHICH WAS SET INTO MOTION BY THE US SIDE (GROMYKO CLEARLY 
HAD IN MIND THE ARREST IN WOODBRIDGE OF CHERNY A YEV AND 
ENGER). IT IS A MATTER OF RECIPROCITY. THE SOVIET SIDE 
HAD "OVERLOOKED A GREAT DEAL" WITH RESPECT TO THE CONDUCT 
OF US CITIZENS IN THE USSR. BUT WHEN "YOU TAKE SUCH A 
LINE. WE ALSO MUST DO SQ. YOU SPEAK OF CONCERN, BUT 
WE HAVE THE SAME CONCERN EXPRESSED TO US FROM OUR PEOPLE 
IN NEW YORK. IT WOULD BE BETTER TO REMOVE THE SOURCE 
OF SUCH CONCERN. THIS IS ALL VERY BAD, AS I TOLD 
SECRETARY VANCE." 

5. 1 SAID I WAS SORRY GROMYKO COULD NOT DO MORE TO 
ALLEVIATE THIS VERY SERIOUS PROBLEM, BUT WOULD RELAY 
HIS RESPONSE TO YOU ALONG WITH HIS OFFER TO DELAY THE 
PIPER- WHITNEY TRIAL UNTIL THE 17TH. 

6. AS THE MEETING CONCLUDED, GROMYKO REPEATED HIS 
FAMILIAR LINE ABOUT THE FORTHCOMING GENEVA MEETING: HE 
HOPED THE MEETING WOULD BE USEFUL, BUT IT ALL DEPENDED 
UPON THE POSITIONS OF THE US SIDE. TOON 
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